Successful resection of renal cell carcinoma with tumor thrombi extending into the right atrium: a case report.
Renal cell carcinoma (RCC) is often associated with an extension of tumor thrombi into the inferior vena cava (IVC) and occasionally up to the right atrium. RCC with IVC involvement has a relatively favorable prognosis when it is completely resected. We present a successfully resected case of RCC with tumor thrombi extending into the right atrium. We performed radical right nephrectomy with lymph node dissection and removed the tumor thrombi en bloc under total hepatic vascular exclusion with the veno-venous bypass between the IVC and the right atrium using an active centrifugal force pump. The patient has been in good condition for 3 years since surgery with no evidence of recurrence.